
JOY 
For The Rest Of Your Life 

Philippians 1:3-11 
“Symptoms of Christianity” 

  
“Some have been inoculated with just enough religion  to keep them from getting the real thing.” 

  

Symptoms Of Real, Joy Filled Christianity 
  
1. A NEW SOURCE of Joy 
 “I always pray with joy because of…”         Philippians 1:4 
  
 Joy  -  16X in four chapters  -  The Epistle of Joy 
  
 The difference between joy and happiness. 
  
 Joy/Rejoicing:  Vs 1:4, 18, 25, 2:2, 4:4 
  
 This is joy created by a RIGHT STANDING with God, not based on favorable circumstances. 
  
2. Continued GROWTH AND MATURITY 

“…being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the 
day of Christ Jesus.”    Philippians 1:6 

  
 Joy can come from… 

 1) CONFIDENCE in God’s ability to finish His work 

 2) CONTINUAL PROGRESS in your spiritual life 

 3) COMMUNITY doing life together with other believers 
  
 3. PARTNERSHIP in the Gospel 
 “…because of your partnership in the Gospel from the first day until now”       Philippians 1:5 
  

 Koinonia can mean partnership, communion, fellowship,  contribution, co-operation. 
  

 How can you have partnership in sharing the Gospel, God’s Good News of what He did in Christ Jesus? 
  
 1) GRACE: We all have a common need 

 2) GIVING: We all have a common opportunity 

 3) GRIEF: We all have the potential of suffering 

 4) GOING: We all have a common Great Commission 



  
4. AN EVER INCREASING Love 
 “It is right for me to feel this way since I have you in my heart.”      Philippians 1:7 
  

 “And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more…”     Philippians 1:9 
  

 “Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart…and love your neighbor as yourself.’”                           
                     Matthew 22:37-39 
  
 Joy increases as we love GOD    SELF    OTHERS 
 
5. Living a FRUITFUL AND PRODUCTIVE life 
 “…filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus  Christ…”    Philippians 1:11 
  

 “I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.”                                                   
                      John 15:16 
  

The Goal 
“To the glory and praise of God” 

  

 


